
Young women say no 



Learning Objectives  

•  To think critically about the different tactics of contemporary 
campaigns led by young women and those which existed 
historically. 

•  To discuss the importance of gender equality, and the different 
ways in which womens’ oppression can manifest. 

•  To demonstrate and challenge the ways that young women are 
criticised for their attempts to change the world for the better. 



Dora Thewlis was born in 1890 in 
Huddersfield.  
 
She worked in a mill as a weaver, 
earning £1 per week.  
 
She joined the Women’s Social and 
Political Union (WSPU) when it was 
founded in 1903. 

(Leeds Mercury, 27th March 1907) 



Members of the Women’s 
Social and Political Union 
(WSPU) were called 
‘Suffragettes.’ 

Unlike ‘Suffragists’, they 
often broke the law to draw 
attention to their cause. 

(The Women’s Library, LSE)  



After her arrest, Dora was called 
‘The Baby Suffragette’ in the 
newspapers.  
 

Daily Mirror, 21st March 1907  







Cartoon from Punch Magazine 
published in 1906. 

(Bernard Partridge, January 1906, ©Punch, Ltd.) 



Anti-Suffragette postcard from the 1900s ( © June Purvis, History Extra) 
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