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Remembered



Lesson Plan

Background information  
for teachers
William Smurthwaite was a young soldier in the 18th 
Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry who was born on 
June 9th 1894 and lost his life on the first day of the Battle  
of the Somme. The documents in this pack provide some 
details about his short life.

Divide your pupils into small groups and give them copies 
of the documents. Ask them to work together to sequence 
the resources, note down any questions that they have, and 
interrogate the materials to find out what they can about 
William’s short life. 

Encourage each group to present what they discover in an 
interesting way. They could for example write an obituary 
for William or make a scrapbook or presentation about his 
life with illustrations, maps and facts using the link https://
schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/sites/so/files/british_
council_somme_resource.pdf remembering the Battle  
of the Somme pack for reference. 

Curriculum links: English, History, Personal,  
Social and Health Education, Citizenship

Core skills: Citizenship, Collaboration and 
communication, Student leadership and  
personal development
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Heading 
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