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Lesson Plan

Background information

for teachers

William Smurthwaite was a young soldier in the 18th

Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry who was born on Curriculum links: English, History, Personal,
June 9th 1894 and lost his life on the first day of the Battle Social and Health Education, Citizenship

of the Somme. The documents in this pack provide some Core skills: Citizenship, Collaboration and
details about his short life. communication, Student leadership and
Divide your pupils into small groups and give them copies personal development

of the documents. Ask them to work together to sequence

the resources, note down any questions that they have, and

interrogate the materials to find out what they can about Encourage each group to present what they discover in an

William’s short life. interesting way. They could for example write an obituary
for William or make a scrapbook or presentation about his
life with illustrations, maps and facts using the link https://
schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/sites/so/files/british__
council_somme_resource.pdf remembering the Battle
of the Somme pack for reference.

Extracts from Durham Johnston School Admission Register

Name Address Age |Birthday | Date of Father’s Previous
joining details school
Andrew Boat House, |12 |26™ Nov |01/02/1905 |loseph Brown, | Boys Model
Norman Durham Boatbuilder School,
Brown Durham

John Duke |7 Fenton 14 |30™ Aug |17/09/1906 | William Duke, |N Skelton

Terrace, Miner Colliery
New School
Herrington,
Fencehouses
William Langley Park |13 |9" June [01/10/1907 |M A Langley
Smurthwaite | Hotel, Smurthwaite, |Park
Langley Park Publican Council
School
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Extract from ‘War History of the 18" Battalion Durham Light
infantry’ by Lieut-Col W D Lowe, DSO, MC (1920)

At the outbreak of the War ‘ a committee of
gentlemen....agreed to raise and equip at their own
expense a Battalion from the County of Durham....this
Battalion was the only unit in the country that was so
raised.....Lord Durham generously offered to place
Cocken Hall at the disposal of the committee’

‘On September 24, 1914, recruits began to assemble
rapidly at Cocken Hall, the Durham City and District
contingent marching from the Racecourse. They were
soon joined by contingents from South Shields,
Sunderland, Hartlepool and Darlington. From the
outset a very high standard of physique was required,
the minimum height being 5 feet 9 inches; the result
was that the Battalion was composed of magnificent
material: similarly, the recruits were of an unusually
high level of intelligence, a very great proportion being
drawn from clerks, tradespeople, shop assistants,
students and men engaged in educational work’

‘During the first six weeks the training consisted largely
of route-marching’
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Extract from ‘War History of the 18" Battalion Durham Light
infantry’ by Lieut-Col W D Lowe, DSO, MC (1920)

‘The time in Eqypt had been well spent: plenty of hard
work, plenty of digging, a good deal of marching in the
heavy sand and a not too luxurious diet with a very
limited choice of refreshing drinks had combined to
make the men very fit.......cccooeeienninnanns during this
period a good deal of football was played........and the
tug of war between teams mounted on mules ridden
bareback and the camel races added considerably to
the humour........ It was a good time and prepared us
very gently for the more serious work ahead’
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1901 census

Address:

Name:

Walter Smurthwaite
Margaret Smurthwaite
Barbara Smurthwaite
Lily Smurthwaite
Margaret Smurthwaite
» William Smurthwaite
Tom Smurthwaite

Mary Smurthwaite

Smurthwaite family

Position:
Head

Wife
Daughter
Daughter
Daughter
Son

Son

Daughter

M/S

Langley Park Hotel, Langley Park, Co Durham

Age:
41
33
16
14

13

Occupation:

Innkeeper

Birthplace:
Durham — Newbottle
Durham - South Shields
Durham - West Stanley
Durham — West Stanley
Durham — West Stanley
Durham — West Stanley
Durham — West Stanley

Durham - Oxhill

William Smurthwaite - Classroom resource



SchoolsOnline

British Army WW1 Medal Rolis Index Card

Lg0 — ~ -

g&mpaign — '03 ﬁ-‘ 5 ' (4) Where desoration was earned,
(B) Present situation.

Corpa Rank  Reg. No i inplnded (it |

774 /5/ ‘_._____ j noLL )

(A)S'MU/PT/-/ WAITE Xy /ﬂ- ﬁ viers a/ o2 34 5 2

.1 anrTrsy
(B) /{[//%/a/m/ — T
Action taken l

Name

|
THEATRE 05 WAR: /3/,@9 V/P7

UALIFYING DATE. %% 57

(6 84 48) W234—HP5590 500,000 4/19 HWV(P240)

Correspondence.
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Medical History Form

=<
-

enlisting into the Regular Army.

MEDICAL HISTORY OF

! Sumame

Army Form B. 178.
To be used for recruits enlisting direct into the Regular Army only. Army
' Form B. 178a to be used for Special Reserve recruits and Special Reservists

WW Christian Name _ﬂl/ W\, -

—_

Tasie 1.- GENERAL TABLE.
Birthplace ... Parish k ot 00/ M&‘t County

Examined ...

Declared Age

Trade or occupation

Height oo o O fet, [
Weight / 5 3 lbs
' ' L.

Chest G"‘é‘ :anh?edfuny - 35 "2 inches.
Measurement. Ranige of Expans / - 3 inches,
Physical Development and | ﬁ/{ /2,.. , I

Pulse rate i
4 Left.
]
l

Arm
Vaccination Marks

Z

‘When Vaccinated ... . # /
. / 7/
Vision .,.{RE—V= ' M
RE —V= VRS
. | cw S
(a) Mark- indicating con-
genital peculiarities or [ —eecee- —— . . IS N
previous disease J
. | b) e g e e Ak e i e i s
(b) Slight defects but not
sufficient 10 cause rejec. :
tion E .,
Approved by ... (Signature) ——— M
(Rank) ) Medical Officer
Enlisted [ Ottnatr =
is
]on _/7 day of %‘é 191 &£
Joined on Enlistment ... | oo R o . l
oined on Enlistment e e
|| Cetaty Lot B LI | s
Transferred to . { ‘ .

Became non-effective by ...
-h

on

/
4 /___day of
( Signature)

( Rank) -

;
&

POUTTEE, PAINTED, LUSLAN
(711N
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Enlistment Form

(Thiree years with tho Colours)

.5“‘!@

Wi ATTESTATION OF : ;
No d’—Namc L iauw, Srngait ot gew it Koft 4
Questionn tu be put to the Recroi befure enlistueniv 5
I Whet {s your same ? . R o R T e e & £ TR --L'ulé.lt bt
i | 9, I the Parish of lavia W 2o R
i} 2 loor ocar whet Pursh or Tuwn were you bain > e near tha Towa ol oo ot
! i the Coomty of o oo ee
i] % Are yoon Drithh Babject 7 - . eve o v 4 - v aaag npaarens e

el

6. Mave you resded oun of goue Fa

lilywe for th
puars oeallansaily 0 Lee mms place %:iul ol 1he
mljulnlf.l.lnrxmjurn-!.mhl lllal.nl uuﬂ Iy
wiker caee, v, late whern | . - . i

. LU et
4. What it your Age? . | PPN PR ee i R R B i v e el Yeun s Momtbe,
5. Whet s your T:h or Calling 7. . cove o creicn t-}\-":-/g"f-f!' LA \.T!ﬁ»&d.!.

i You ure hersby lm'n-i (Iul if yler w!huum. it in fmnd that mj‘hlw: given o wifally filsa anawer (o aoy of the
i folowing gvem yusationg, yau will be (fably to @ u-l;,l Jears imj with Lard lubour.
3 " o lia beet, an ? " E
5 1 ﬁ Ly l‘:m‘.:-“ m" -lu. ﬁ'.'."'."l e ;....un.l e 7. %. 570 NG .L\..Pe. Gm-f;ﬁ
[] A MIlﬂh'r? g ‘-I?‘L. ﬁ.

A Apyo Hurr»ﬂL .-Ftl\... R SRR B ves daledliscsnimminans o PP T

9. g T exer .I:n-n unlqmn! L impriscnment b; tl;ei u.

i

el v (0 |>||'l|lunl Nawv, Cie dome, the .
Loyul Marrher, the Ui Lit, vhe Hpreisl Mesrve, the Terifsrial Foror,

= Army Rosrrre, tha !-Iﬂ.llla.“ﬂn - u} Hamal iﬂﬂl’m I

v, o what Unib und Ladpe | "

®1L. lluce yon ever soresl in ll.u- ll-wl \'n\; the er;}

-

b Hapal Maricoi. Iba Militia, the Kparlil Beatve, the Terrilorial Voies,
the luperial Vessmanry, tha Volustmrn, the Asmy Krseeve the Miitls
Famerre, or anp Baval Kesarvra le [ -. lmﬂul Inli. sl came
of diseharge

| »-4(.‘{6‘..‘....”..... B R T

11 ﬂ‘uﬂ Tou Illll_r siated l.h Ilwr quu of ;ur pl!‘l'\DI.ll!

18. Hare yoa ever lun :ﬂu:u:l ] uuﬁl. for thin Miitaer uri
Kaval Foresn of the Crawn ! 109, o8 whiat graamli !

14. Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vacsioated 1.
Arv you willlog 1o be eolisted for Geaeral Service 2 v o

16. DM you reoeive & Notlos, and ﬂn ,ne uodtﬂtuhi itl
imake g, abd whs prrail lape | s

17. Are pea williog W porve spe lhtdlni-'uﬂmmpnf Foud Fioe Majonty dheniled 0 lomg n-unr-ll'-r*kﬂ - i
Par o terit of 11 venin,  Vas webb e reqeised 1s sofsa fof s6s day with the solonrs aadl 1he remaimber o the j-vi-ll
i L A fo st vw waidd vk bimm aa Jon ma] e galled up by erder of (b Armyp Conneil. [ paplopad with Hopitahs yg | e

resuliaed ia dhe (Regiment)
.3

1 1
-
: W 1 Unire, sl an t300kn, o, pea may e rrisine] alier th lorminatisa o Woslslblsrs walil your serviees
i “' :.‘.‘1: :;«:l"::q .:IL-:..: ahall i n -u-li sy masthe. 10, howgver, the War is over in lors than 3 rmli
.! yoa =il be Mupi with all coar aeent peel - e
l .
L A A M- (b o wlemaly declase that 1he abiare snewers made by

e 10 this wbuvs ijumstiuns wre true, sod thay I am dllilg Lo rulal the cogugements wade,
a’gﬂmg,ﬁ BIOKATURE OF RKCROIT,
vt e Lhat Signaturs of Wilnsss,
GATH TO BE TAREN BY UECRULY ON ATUESTATION. 1
I, J'.Z'-).Lf.ﬂ._gu‘_ L{.&LM._.___L __wwear by Jumiﬁur God, tha [ will®

¥

S " S et ST

© Ty b Roocnia 1 10 bu aakad tha pactionlars of ia former Berrice, 4ad o praduce, I pencible, bie Curtifonts of Dischargs tad Certibease of Charsctas, » bach sibaid ba rriarsed (s bins cotplensaly sadorved in

]
‘!: Lo fuithfal end bewr trie Allcziames ta His Majosty King Ororgs the Fifth, IIEI Ileite, mnd Hucceseors, and thet |
2| ®i, m o doiy bouod, honestly sud faichfully del' nl Hlie Majasty, His Heirm, sl Socesicon, in Pemon, Urown, and
7| dismty saiow all rriemies, and will ohserve ol nb y all nedees of Hie Mojescy, Mg Heirs, und Saccemors, snd of
L he Oenernls and OMexre st over me.  Bo lieip me God.
CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTUATE OR ATTESTInu UFFIUEK.
The Hecruit sbore-na wa2 caul y 109 that if he mule any false suiw:r viany of sbove guestions be wouia
med toaed b it y b 7 of the q
2| belisbic to be panished ss provided lo the Army det,
i The abova ijoestions were then read to the Keosuit fn u-s Tesance,
I havy taken care Lbak ba andrerstamis escht spuettion, and thas his answer to uﬁ-ﬂ-mhn lms beez dulp emvene.
| rplied to, sad the mid Heoruit bos wide sod rigoed the declamtion ard tikon (ke omh  befom m 3
i DURHAN, wwie [ ] deya 3 EPIOM 9 )
\ g
o4 ; Snalure of lha Juslica fo/ﬂ:l [ "i 2
. T ooy alteistion 1o requutei ou m:%n.m-lm’-fn{:: tﬂ-mmnmuuuﬂwu_al po
e mw&-ﬂ,uhmurzl\,rﬁu-q[ “‘w-amrhﬂ.‘ﬂlh t““ } y
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Personal Effects Letter from War Office

F -;.) e
Wii6--7360 000 : 'n"’uau
07 3G - 2 Hy Nl BT
a8 WSS 800 §E ANl Rifects. — Form 118,
MEMORANDUM FOR , 2 ¢
3 N . . -

The Officer in charge of

M Records,

3 ém »nt -

l Any In':lh:; mm;:uinlion on this 4 1 \‘19‘“&?‘{{ FFICE, -
: = » e o =
' m;:t N L. TS BUILDINGS.

vt w Hecretary,

: War Office, . =
L *bark Buildings, L - T ST. JAMES'S PARK, ™ .

8t. Jomex's Purk,

G London, BW/ | o, ¢ LONDON, S.W{

I| i IS Y ;
d the followin nmber (1o £ - I

| and the follo: sﬂ. | " 23“@&_!?17.
E12/4075/ (Accounts 4.) : b, e

Will you please note that any articles of personal property

possession O subsequently received by you belonging to

now in your

should be despatched to i~ )
o B Qv # bt froape o foms" *
1%:,30’ / Teer e besdlo ——
. Ltevideow

fufautry Tncords, Tk
EFFECTS CENT.

2 2 APRI9IT#T

FILE ATTESTATION

\ W

= Assistaat -Financial Secretary.. .

n :
e - B oy X

the late Mo fiy.ffa- ) fﬁpdéﬂ'bm Mww
o pattadicu Goondnon Loplt Jorf by ——

frpihhof Pl co . Pecrtle WL
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