
This partnership has  
transformed the way innovation  
and entrepreneurship are taught  
in Nigeria by establishing  
a brand-new co-creation hub  
model, where students gain the  
skills to not just become job  
seekers, but job creators. 

Known as U-COHUB, the space  
gives Nigerian learners access to  
training and mentorship – as well as  
to like-minded peers – to nurture their 
entrepreneurial mindset and support 
their business ideas to become reality. 

The approach is now being adopted  
by universities across the Innovation  
for African Universities network,  
providing a sustainable model for  
students to embrace innovation and 
create opportunities for themselves  
and others.

Spotlight: MEDWAKA
One of the innovative start-ups  
to emerge from the project is  
MEDWAKA – a medical emergency 
and healthcare management  
solution that enables individuals  
with medical emergencies across 
Nigeria to report their emergencies 
and receive immediate responses 
from medical professionals. 
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Spotlight: Muskan Devi
Muskan Devi is a female student 
from a minority Hindu community in 
Sindh. Through the partnership, she 
was given the opportunity to take 
an international robotics placement 
in Cardiff, which lead to her being 
employed as a university research 
assistant in Pakistan. She continues 
to be an inspirational role model for 
underprivileged girls in her region.

This partnership has empowered  
female students in Pakistan to  
gain critical STEM skills and enhance 
their employability through new  
robotics and AI opportunities.  

Working across nine Pakistani  
higher education institutions,  
including women-only institutions in  
underdeveloped areas, the partnership 
delivered training to over 300 female 
students and staff, many of whom  
were previously excluded from STEM 
opportunities. The project continues  
to inspire women and girls through  
a new women-led robotics lab and 
international mentorship network. 

Highlights
•	 Engaged 328 female students and  
	 staff in STEM robotics and AI training
•	 Created a women-led robotics lab, 			
	 which is transforming teaching,  
	 learning and research activities 
•	 Engaged the wider community  
	 through summer schools and  
	 workshops for underprivileged girls 
•	 Established an international mentorship 	
	 network for aspiring female leaders 
 
Contributing to  
SDG 5 Gender Equality 
In Pakistan, less than a quarter of the  
female population is in the labour force, 
and less than five per cent of engineering 
supervisory roles are held by women.  
This project has boosted STEM  
opportunities and employability skills  
for female students in eight Pakistani  
higher education institutions and is  
inspiring more through outreach and 
training, supporting their longer-term  
economic participation.
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