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Introducing the Aptis ESOL test

Aptis ESOL is an innovative English testing system from the British Council. It is a suite of
assessments for adults and young adults, which can be used to assess English language
ability in all four skills — reading, writing, listening and speaking.

Aptis ESOL tests include a range of questions, which are designed to allow candidates to
show their best ability. The test results are reported on a numerical scale (0-50) and as a
level on the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

There are four variants of Aptis ESOL tests.

1. Aptis ESOL General

tests from A1 to B2 on the CEFR and is suitable for most test-takers. Candidates
demonstrating a level above B2 are awarded a C1.

2. Aptis ESOL Advanced
tests English language ability from B1 to C2 on the CEFR and is for higher level test-takers.

3. Aptis ESOL for Teachers

tests from Al to B2 on the CEFR and is designed for teachers. Candidates demonstrating a
level above B2 are awarded a C1.

4. Aptis ESOL for Teens

is four-skills variant which is designed specifically for 13 to 15-year-old learners and tests
from A1 to B2 on the CEFR. Candidates demonstrating a level above B2 are awarded a C1.

Aptis ESOL tests are taken on a computer.

Accommodations can be made for special educational needs. Information is provided in
the ‘Aptis ESOL for all’ section at the end of this guide.

The purpose of this guide is to help you prepare your students for the Aptis ESOL General
tests. An overview of each component is provided followed by detailed descriptions and
advice on how your students can best prepare. You will also find tips on how your
students can practise for the test and information on how the test is marked.
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Test structure

Aptis ESOL General consists of five components: core (grammar and vocabulary), reading,
listening, writing and speaking.

Your students will be taking all four skill components (reading, listening, writing, speaking).

oooooooooooooooooo

It is a good idea for them to take a practice test so that they become familiar with what
they need to do.
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Aptis ESOL General test structure

Test Test design Activity Format
Core Part 1  Grammar Sentence completion. Three-option multiple choice
25
minutes Part 2 Vocabulary Word matching (similar Sets of five target words
meaning). Match words to  with ten options
definitions.
Sentence completion.
Word pairs or word
combinations (words
commonly used together).
Reading Part1 Sentence Choose words to complete  Three-option multiple choice
35 comprehension sentences.
minutes
Part 2 Text cohesion Put sentences into the Two tasks: six sentences
correct order. jumbled up in each task
Part 3 Opinion matching  Match people’s opinions to  Seven statements matched
statements. to four people’s opinions
Part4 Long text Match headings to Seven paragraphs and
comprehension paragraphs. eight headings
Listening Part1 Information Listen to a short Three-option multiple choice
40 recognition monologue or dialogue
minutes to identify specific
information.
Part 2 Information Match people’s monologues Six pieces of information
matching to information. four monologues
Parts Inference Listen to monologues and  Three-option multiple choice
3and 4 dialogues and identify

the attitude, opinion or
intention.
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Test design

Activity

Writing
50
minutes

Speaking
12
minutes

Part 1 Word-level writing Respond to messages From one to five words for
using individual words. each question

Part 2 Short text writing  Write personal information. 20-30 words

Part 3 Three written Respond to written 30-40 words for each
responses to questions on a social question
questions network-type website.

Part4 Formal and Write an informal email toa 40-50 words for the
informal writing friend and a formal email to informal email

an unknown person. 120-150 words for the
formal email

Part 1 Personal Respond to three personal 30 seconds for each
information information questions. response

Part 2 Describe, express Describe a picture and 45 seconds for each
opinion and answer two additional response
provide questions of increasing
reasons and difficulty.
explanations

Part 3 Describe, compare Describe two contrasting 45 seconds for each
and provide pictures and answer two response
reasons and additional questions of
explanations increasing difficulty.

Part 4 Discuss personal Answer three questions One minute to prepare

experience and
opinion on an
abstract topic

on an abstract topic.

Two minutes response time
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Aptis ESOL General core test
(grammar and vocabulary)

The core test consists of two parts. The first part assesses the candidates' knowledge of
English grammar. The second part assesses their knowledge of English vocabulary.

Description

Preparation

Part 1
Grammar

In this part of the test, candidates will
answer 25 questions.

Most of the questions test formal written
English. A small number of questions
test spoken English, such as knowing
the appropriate grammar to use in a
particular situation (formal or informal
situations, for example).

All 25 questions are in the format of a
three-option multiple choice.

Candidates complete a sentence by
choosing the correct word.

To know which parts of grammar

are tested, see the British Council /
EAQUALS core inventory. This is free and
available online at:
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/
article/british-council-eaquals-core-

inventory-general-english

One great way to help candidates
prepare for the grammar test is to show
them the British Council's LearnEnglish
website:
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/

grammar

Part 2
Vocabulary

There are 25 questions in this part of the test.

There are a number of question types:

Word matching: candidates find a word
with a meaning similar to the target word.

Word definition: candidates match a
definition to the correct word.

Word usage: candidates complete a
sentence by choosing the correct word.

Word pairs or word combinations:
candidates select the most common
combinations of words. They are given

a target word and a list of words which
may or may not be commonly used in
combination with the target word, e.g.
where card is the target word, birthday +
card is a common combination but blue +
card is not.

To help your students prepare for this
part of the test, the LearnEnglish website
has games and activities to help them
improve their vocabulary:
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/

vocabulary

Another useful tip is to encourage them
to take note of interesting words or word
combinations when they read English
texts.


https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/british-council-eaquals-core-inventory-general-english
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/british-council-eaquals-core-inventory-general-english
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/british-council-eaquals-core-inventory-general-english
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/vocabulary
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/vocabulary
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Sample grammar questions

There are two question types. The first focuses on written English grammar, and the
second focuses on the use of English grammar when speaking.

Here are some examples:

1. Written grammar

He me that the machine was broken.
O told

O spoke

O said

My boss says that | to finish the report by Friday.
O must

O have

O should

My new computer works faster than my old one.
O many
O more
O much

| have worked for this company | left university.
O since
O after
O from

2. Spoken grammar

John: She’s French, isn't she?

Ahmed: No, she’s from Belgium.
O exactly

O actually

O anyway

Zeynep: | really don't feel like going to see that movie tonight.
Peter: Ok. we can go next week instead.

O Maybe

O However

O Nevertheless
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Sample vocabulary questions

In the first question type, candidates need to match words with similar meanings from a list
of options. To do this, they click on the arrows and choose the similar word.

Here is an example:

Select a word from the list that has the most similar meaning to the word on the left.

Example: big = |large
study = | read
receive = | get
start = | begin v

talk = | speak v

pick = | choose v

For the next question type, candidates need to match a definition to a word. They click on
the arrow and choose the word that matches the definition.

Here is an example:

Complete each definition using a word from the drop down list.

To cover with paper or material is to | wrap v
To improve or change is to | adjust v

To state or make public is to | announce ~

To get somewhere is to | arrive v

To put something together is to | assemble  ~
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The next question type asks candidates to complete a sentence using a word from a list.

Complete each sentence using a word from the drop down list.

More and more people go abroad v for their holidays these days.
Drivers need to remain alert when in charge of a car.
The city has many ancient v and interesting buildings.

She's a highly articulate v person who explains things clearly.

He's a very aggressive v person — always getting into fights.

The final question type asks candidates to identify a word from a list that is commonly
used with the given word.

Select a word from the list that is most often used with the word on the left.

Example: big + |house v

aerobics + | classes ~

agriculture + | minister v
aisle + | seat

apron + | strings v

atom + | bomb

To take a full Aptis ESOL Grammar and Vocabulary practice test, please visit our website.


https://admin.testreach.com/web/candidate/#/web/candidate/exam/preview/a7012f70-9d3b-4285-ae8a-090b35185966
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Aptis ESOL General Reading test

The Reading test assesses candidates' reading ability. The tasks become more difficult as the
test progresses.

Description

Preparation

Part 1
Sentence
compre-
hension

In this part, candidates need to choose
a word (choice of three) to complete a
sentence. There are five sentences to
complete.

This part assesses candidates' ability to
read a sentence and to complete it with
an appropriate word.

Candidates should read each sentence
and all of the possible correct words
carefully before trying to complete this
task.

The best way to become a better
reader is to practise. Easy books written
especially for English language learners
might help.

Text
cohesion

In this part, there are two tasks. Both
have six sentences that make a whole
text. They have been put into the wrong
order and the candidates need to put
them in the correct order. There is only
one correct way to organise the text.
The task is to click on each sentence
and then move them so each one is in
the correct position.

This part assesses candidates'
knowledge of the cohesion of a text.
They need to look for clues in each
sentence that show how it links to the
sentences around it.

Candidates should read all the sentences
carefully first. Then, they decide on

the correct order (the first sentence is
identified for them).
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Description

Preparation

Part 3
Opinion
matching

In this part, candidates will match
people’s opinions to statements. They
will read four opinions on the same topic
and seven statements. Then they need
to decide how the sentences should be
matched.

This part tests candidates' ability to read
and understand short texts.

Candidates should read all four opinions
before attempting the questions.

Part 4
Long text
compre-
hension

In this part, candidates will read a long
text (@bout 750 words). They will also
read eight headings. The task is to match
seven of the headings to paragraphs

in the text. There is always an extra
heading that does not fit with any
paragraph.

This part is designed to test candidates’
ability to read and understand a long
text. To get the correct answers they
need to be able to demonstrate an
understanding of how the headings
reflect the paragraphs in different
ways (sometimes using similar words,
sometimes similar ideas, or by sharing
a topic).

Candidates should read the whole text
quickly and then carefully read the
headings. It is best for them to do this
before starting the task. They should
look for clues to connect the headings

to the paragraphs; these might be similar
words, ideas or topics.
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Sample reading questions

Reading part 1: Sentence comprehension
In this part, candidates must select the appropriate word from a drop-down list.

Read the email from Janice to her friend. Choose one word from the list for each gap. The first one is done for you.

Dear Sally,

Tim and | are on holiday in Greece. We have a nice of the sea from our hotel.

The weather is and it's really hot.

Yesterday we wenton a on the lake and caught some fish.
We had lunch and then we visited an old

Tomorrow we are going to take a car and around.

We are going to visit some and buy clothes.
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Reading part 2: Text cohesion

In the second part, candidates must sort the sentences into the correct order so that the
text makes sense. They do this by clicking on a sentence and dragging it to its correct
position.

There are two of these tasks in this part.

The sentences below are from a report. Put the sentences in the right order. The first sentence is done for you.

Signs on the coast road "

For this reason it is easy for them to take a wrong turn
This report gives information about the traffic problems on the and get lost
coast road. H

These will help visitors to find their way to our
e e e oo ' beautiful town.
i kb H This road Is busy during the summer when tourists

| | visit the area.

' | They don't know the road because many of them are
here for the first time.

This is why we think there should be more signs along
2 1 the road.

The sentences below are from some instructions. Put the sentences in the right order. The first sentence is done for you.

Instructions for office visitors =
A member of staff will write this information in the

If you are visiting our office for the first time, please follow these visitor's book.

instructions. HH
Before you leave, please return the card to a member
--------------------------------------------- ' of staff at the front desk.

Pttt ' You can then use the card to enter through the
| | security gate

| | Next, he or she will give you a visitor’s identity card.

You should go to the front desk upon arrival and give
o [ttt H your name and address.
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Reading part 3: Opinion matching
In the third part, candidates match four people’s opinions to seven statements by selecting
the correct person from the drop-down list.

Four paople respond in the comments section of an online ine article about education and work. Decide whose opinion matches the ststerments below, Read the texts and
complete the questions below.

Parson A

Ag you ge alder responsibilities (ke 2 job and famiy damirabe your ite it can be hard to badance thinge. Studying af unlversity & demanding. So you ehould do | 21 an age when pou ane
INusspenelent and carelies. 11 5 a1 IMEOran 1o karm how e warld of Disiness warks. Speniding unpmid Ime 0 & company 15 great way 1o Jel ihal saperencs. Ay course (hat can give
yau an epporiunity io do that is worth conslcering.

Person B

Life doesn't really get serious wntl you hit your mid-twenties. Before that, ry out differem things and get some (ife experience. it's only as you approach your thirties that you need to get
saricus atout your cazeer. That's the time to start thinking about further educstion. Meny cokeges offer inexgansive courses for more mature studerts. Gaing back o stucent 1ifa for 5 year is
A great idea and you can then retum o the world of wark at marageTent el

Poarson C

Mowedays it i popular for school leavers to take @ break bafore hey think about an occupaticn of @ place &t university. | think the most iImportand thing s to sis working as soon &5 you
can, You nead praclical experence for your OV and ihet can be more valuable than a diplerra. Neverthefess, your studies do not have o stop just because you ane working. Colleges: and
uriversities offer options for paooés who want 2o do both.

Parson D

| think we sheald all keep leaming, bt you dont need a place of paper fram an insfitilion 1o prove il There ate many free coirses avaiiable atling. OF caurse, nat all dre good but 3 Bile
research will nelp you kdendity which one s best far you, A lot of young people gel inlo detd because they have 1o pay for ihell sudiss Wil De resaunces avallabie ooline these days, you
£ take contial, You woe't regred it

4. Wha thinks wou shauld study whan you are oider? | -

2. Wha thinds forral quaficalions afe 160 expensive

3. Wha thinke you sheuld go 1o university wher you

A, Wha thinks you should study Indepardantly? _. \.:

510 thinks yau shalld comising & job with $tusying? | ~|

6. Who thinks you should choase a course that is practieal? v!

7. Wha thinks yau shauld gat & job (mmediataty afer leaving a;hool’,. -u,
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Reading part 4: Long text comprehension
For the final part, candidates must scroll through the reading text to see all of it. They can
do this by clicking on the side bar and moving the bar up and down.

To complete the task, candidates need to match seven headings to the correct paragraphs
in the text.

They select the appropriate heading from the drop-down list on the left-hand side.

Read the passape quickly. Choose a heading for each numbsered paragraph (1-7) from the drop-down box. Thers is one mors heading than you need.

Mission to Mars

1. |

4. O Gt Jure 2010 an international erew of gix asironaits snlered 3 spase ghip and prepared thamsalves for 3 G20 day wyage b ihe panst s and Back, The mecule that was to be
ifwlr horne dar the necd year and o hall conaned their sleeping quarters, a kitchenddining room, a living room, a caniral room and 2 tollel. There was aleo space for food siorage, a smal
geanhause, a bathroom, & auna and even a gym Tha Mars landng was schaduled for 12t Februsry 2011, following a 255-day flght, and would invohe & full two days of sxplorstion of

tha planet surface. An equsily Iong retum jaumey would see the astmnauts reium tn earth on 4ih Nevember 2011
% v
2. Emeiging from the spacseship after an exhausting 520 daye, Rusaian commander Alexet Siey declared tha miszion finally ovar. “The programme fas bean fully sarried cut,” b

announced at a press conference, “All the orew members are in good health, We are now ready for further tests,” Indeed, the general consensus in the scientifc communidy was that the

Mars 500 project had achéewed Its alms, and, what i3 more, the crew had managed o oomplete thelr misson withaud ever having to leave the Earth's atmosphere.

Lile on Mars
3 Exerclse. The astronauts never even lefl ihe ground and neé space ship was a speclally constucted working medel skuated in @ weneliuse in e
|z spece the Tubura Tor menkind? = & epecy 4
The diflicullies of ing In Space

A successful oulcome

Nssion wers o see how well hiErang could cope with e coofnement s siress lmives In exlended inlerpanetary Davel, The astionmts — les

A distart new word
Imitating Iife in space

& lerig journey in space
Only an esperiment

12 Chinese national —weare volunieers o the propect, anmd, alihough il of hem bad the oplion of leaying their 550 cubeg meler g space al any

e v

4, All communications batwesn the crew and missin confral wers subject (o a twenly minuts delay o simakate e lime it would tke signas o each he earh Mom sater space. Alaugh
nol all the elements of space Night - such as the elects of 2erg gravity - could be reproduced, the conditions on beard were made 28 realslic s pessible, The astranauts breathed recycled
ain, showered only once avery fen days and Bved mostly on a diel of finred food. Even the surface of Mars had been recieated loallow the crew the simidated expefence of waking on he

fed planel,

To take a full Aptis ESOL Reading practice test, please visit our website.



https://admin.testreach.com/rest/auth-service/v1/deeplinks/987654789475/practice
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Aptis ESOL General Listening test

The Listening test has four task types. Candidates can choose to listen to the text once or twice.

Description

Preparation

Part 1
Information
recognition

In this part, candidates will listen to

a short phone message or a short
monologue or dialogue, and they need
to identify specific information such as
a phone number, a time or a place.

Candidates can visit the British Council's
LearnEnglish website for lots of very
useful activities, tips, apps and podcasts:
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/

The elementary podcasts are useful
preparation for these questions.

Part 2
Information
matching

In this part, candidates will listen to four
people’s monologues and match the
person to information. There are six
pieces of information to match to the
monologues.

There are quite a few useful practice
videos and podcasts on the LearnEnglish
website, so that's a very good starting
point. In addition, candidates should try
to listen to as much English as possible
(e.g. films, television or podcasts).

Part 3
Opinion
matching

In this task, candidates listen to a dialogue
between a man and a woman and then
decide who expresses which opinion.

There are four questions. Their task is
to decide if the man, woman or both the
man and woman have expressed the
opinion.

Listening to authentic speech, such as
interviews, podcasts or films, is a good
way for candidates to prepare for this
task.

Part 4
Monologue
compre-
hension

In these tasks, candidates listen to a
monologue and answer two questions.

The focus here is not on understanding
the meaning of what the speaker is
saying, but on identifying clues in their
language or tone to help identify the
attitude of the speaker, their intention
or opinion.

There are a number of higher-level
podcasts on the LearnEnglish website.
Candidates can also try the BBC World
Service radio station.


http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/
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Sample listening questions

If candidates would like to hear a question for a second time, they can just click on the Play
button (»). The system will not allow them to listen more than twice.

Listening part 1: Information recognition

Candidates listen to a short monologue or dialogue and identify specific information such
as a phone number, a time or a place.

Sumatah tells her friend about an art club. When does the club meet?

©Play/Stop

A Tuescay

B Thursday

C  saturday



\&
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Listening part 2: Information matching
Candidates listen to four different people and match the person to the information.

Four people are talking about science. Complete the sentences below.

® Play/Stop

Speaker A| v
Speaker B | v|
Speaker C | v
Speaker D v

enjoyed science experiments at school.
finds science difficult to understand.

wants to study science.

likes reading science books.

preferred non-science school subjects.
now enjoys science.




21 Aptis ESOL General Guide for Teachers

VB

Listening part 3: Opinion matching
Candidates listen to short conversations with two speakers to identify their opinions and
then match the speaker with the opinion they expressed.

Listan to two parents discussing the 1ssue of children's heatth Read ihe opinions below and decide whose opinion matchas the statements, the man, the
waman, or both the man and the woman

® ElayStog

Whio expressaes which opinion?

Parents should better manage their childran's diats | w
Parents should support their child’s interest in sport. | -
Cuiet time can promote children’s concentration abilities. v|

. B3 1
Excessive slesp can be bad for young peopla_| -

Listening part 4: Monologue comprehension
Candidates listen to a monologue to identify the attitude of the speaker, their intention or
opinion.

Listen o & city planner talk af a press conference aboul @ new transpor plan and answer fhe questions below.

® Play/Stop |

‘What is his opinion of the plan overall?
A I ks vesry samiilar to pravious communiy projects i the same areg
B Il was prepared without proper consultation with the community.
C It does not represent the opinions of the whole community.

What is his opinion of the role of the media? n

A He s critical of the media's reporting of the plan
B He is surprisad by the madia’s imterest in the plan

C He s confused by the media's reaction to the plan

To take a full Aptis ESOL Listening practice test, please visit our website.


https://admin.testreach.com/rest/auth-service/v1/deeplinks/987654789473/practice
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Aptis ESOL General Writing test

There are four parts to the Writing test. Candidates will interact in a social media-type
written conversation and write emails. All writing tasks are marked by human examiners.

Candidates should make sure they fully understand the questions. They should plan what
they are going to write and then edit their text before clicking to the next question.

The most common mistakes include:
O not answering the questions (going off-topic)
+ candidates should read the question and understand what they need to do
O writing too much but with poor grammar, spelling and punctuation
» candidates should keep to the word count and focus on accuracy
not using a variety of sentence structures
not writing in sentences or paragraphs
using SMS spelling.

00O
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Description

Preparation

Part 1
Word-level
writing

In the first part, candidates have joined a
club, course or activity and must answer
a series of five text messages from other
members. There is no sentence writing
in this part, candidates are required to
answer in individual words only.

If candidates are targeting a high score,
they should spend no more than three
minutes on this part.

The focus is on communication (this
means spelling, capitalisation and
grammar will not be considered by the
markers).

Part 2
Short text
writing

In this part, candidates are asked to
write 20-30 words. The focus is on
writing sentences that are on-topic and
have accurate grammar, punctuation
and spelling.

If candidates are targeting a high score,
they should spend no more than seven
minutes on this part.

A common error for candidates is to
write more than 30 words, and as a
result, make a lot of mistakes. They
should keep to the word limit and focus
on accuracy.

written
responses
to questions

In this part, candidates will have a social
network-type interaction. They will
receive three questions and need to
respond.

If candidates are targeting a high score,
they should spend no more than ten
minutes on this part.

Candidates should answer all three
questions and not go off-topic.

They should focus on accurate spelling
and punctuation and write sentences
that link together and make sense.

A good tip is to keep to the word count
of 30-40 words per answer.
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Part Description Preparation

Part 4 This part requires that candidates write Candidates should keep to the word

Formal and two emails: count of 40-50 words for the first email

informal 1) an informal email to a friend; and and 120-150 words for the second email.

writing 2) a more formal email to an unknown
person. You can advise the candidates to make

sure their emails are written for different

Both emails are in reaction to people. The first email should clearly
information about a change. be an informal email to a friend or close
Candidates should spend all of their family member, while the second should
remaining time on this part (around clearly be a formal email to a company.
30 minutes).

Candidates are also assessed on how
accurately they write and their use

of English language, so they should
check writing and use a wide range
of vocabulary, grammar and cohesive
devices.
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Sample writing questions

Writing part 1: Word-level writing
Candidates need to write five pieces of information. This part is not worth many marks so
they shouldn't spend too much time on it.

You want to join a travel club. You have 5 messages from a member of the club. Write short answers (1-5
words) to each message, Recommended time: 3 minutes.

Example How are you? I'm fine, thanks.

What do you usually do in the morning? n
Type your answer harg

What Is your favourite place? n
Type your answer here

What Is your favourite animal? .
Type your answer eie

What 13 the weather like today? n
Type your answer here

What Is your favourite time of year? n

THpE your answer Nare

Here is the marking scale:
Areas assessed: Task fulfilment and communicative competence

3. (@above A1) Fully intelligible responses for all five questions. Test-taker completely achieves
the task.

2.A1.2 Three or four of the responses are intelligible. Errors impede understanding in

one or two responses.

1. Al1.1 One or two of the responses are intelligible. Errors impede understanding in two

or three responses.
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Writing part 2: Short text writing

There may be one or two questions. The areas assessed are how completely and
relevantly candidates have answered the question, grammatical range and accuracy,
punctuation, vocabulary range and accuracy, and cohesion.

You are a new member of the travel club. Fill in the form. Write in sentences, Use 20-30 words. Recommended time: 7 minutes.

Flease tell us why you are interasted in travel.
BT N &

Type your answer hiare

Words 0145
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Here is the marking scale:

Areas assessed: task fulfilment / topic relevance, grammatical range and accuracy,
punctuation, vocabulary range and accuracy, cohesion.

4. A2.2 + On topic.

» Uses simple grammatical structures to produce writing at the sentence level.
Errors with basic structures common. Errors do not impede understanding of
the response.

* Mostly accurate punctuation and spelling.

« Vocabulary is sufficient to respond to the question(s).

*  Some attempts at using simple connectors and cohesive devices to link
sentences.

3.A21 » On topic.

» Uses simple grammatical structures to produce writing at the sentence level.
Errors with basic structures common. Errors impede understanding in parts
of the response.

* Punctuation and spelling mistakes are noticeable.

» Vocabulary is mostly sufficient to respond to the question(s) but
inappropriate lexical choices are noticeable.

* Response is a list of sentences with no use of connectors or cohesive
devices to link sentences.

2.A1.2 « Not fully on topic.
« Grammatical structure is limited to words and phrases. Errors in basic
patterns and simple grammar structures impede understanding.
» Little or no use of accurate punctuation. Spelling mistakes common.
» Vocabulary is limited to very basic words related to personal information and
is not sufficient to respond to the question(s).
* No use of cohesion.

1. A1.1 » Response limited to a few words or phrases.
* Grammar and vocabulary errors so serious and frequent that meaning is
unintelligible.
0. A0 No meaningful language or all responses are completely off-topic (e.g.

memorised script, guessing).
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Writing part 3: Three written responses to questions
In part 3, candidates will answer three social media-type questions.

You are communicating with other members of the club in the chat room. Reply to their questions. Write in
sentences, Use 30-40 words per answer, Recommended time; 10 minutes.

Sam; Hif Welcome 1o the club. Can you remember the first time you went on a journey by yourself? What was it like?

B I 0 &

Type your answer hers

Miguel: Welcome! What are the most Interesting places to visit in your country?

B I U &

Type your answer herg

Michelle: What is the most exciling journey you've been on?

BE I Us

TYpE yOUR answer Nere

Warrds 0 /80

Words 0160

Words 0760
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Here is the marking scale:

Areas assessed: task fulfilment / topic relevance, punctuation, grammatical range
and accuracy, vocabulary range and accuracy, cohesion.

4.B1.2 Responses to all three questions are on topic and show the following features:

» Control of simple grammatical structures. Errors occur when attempting
complex structures.

» Punctuation and spelling mostly accurate. Errors do not impede understanding.

» Vocabulary is sufficient to respond to the questions.

» Uses simple cohesive devices to organise responses as a linear sequence of
sentences.

3.B1.1 Responses to two questions are on topic and show the following features:

» Control of simple grammatical structures. Errors occur when attempting
complex structures.

» Punctuation and spelling mostly accurate. Errors do not impede understanding.

* Vocabulary is sufficient to respond to the questions.

» Uses simple cohesive devices to organise responses as a linear sequence of
sentences.

2.A2.2 Responses to at least two questions are on topic and show the following features:

» Uses simple grammatical structures to produce writing at the sentence
level. Errors with simple structures common and sometimes impede
understanding.

» Punctuation and spelling mistakes are noticeable.

» Vocabulary is not sufficient to respond to the question(s). Inappropriate
lexical choices are noticeable and sometimes impede understanding.

* Responses are lists of sentences and not organised as cohesive texts.

1. A2.1 Response to one question is on topic and shows the following features:

« Uses simple grammatical structures to produce writing at the sentence
level. Errors with simple structures common and sometimes impede
understanding.

« Punctuation and spelling mistakes are noticeable.

» Vocabulary is not sufficient to respond to the question(s). Inappropriate
lexical choices are noticeable and sometimes impede understanding.

* Responses are lists of sentences and not organised as cohesive texts.

0 Performance below A2, or no meaningful language or the responses are
completely off-topic (e.g. memorised script, guessing).
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Writing part 4: Formal and informal writing
The areas assessed are task fulfilment and register, grammatical range and accuracy,
vocabulary range and accuracy, and cohesion.

You are a member of the travel club. You have received this email from the club:

Dear Member,

We are writing to tell you that the famous travel writer Mr David Price will unfortunately not be able to attend our next
club meeting. Although Mr Price will not be there to sign copies of his new book Around The World In Eighty Ways,
members of the club will be able to buy a copy at the price of twenty five pounds. If you would like to reserve a copy
of the book, please contact the club secretary,

The President

Write an emall fo your friend. Write about your feelings and what you think the club should do about the n
situation. Write about 50 words. Recommended time: 10 minutes.

& I us

TYRE YOur answer nere

Words 0176

Write an email to the president of the club. Write about your feelings and what you think the club should do n
about the situation, Write 120-150 words. Recommended time: 20 minutes.

B I U &

TYRE YOUr aNawar here

Words 0/ 228

Register

'Register' means the different ways language is used in different situations, depending on
the relationships between the speaker and listener, or the author and the intended reader.
As this is an important part of language use, your students should, for example, make
different language choices when they are writing to a new business partner and when they
are writing to a friend.

To be successful in part 4, candidates need to show that they can write in both casual
and formal registers. The first section of part 4 asks them to write in an intimate or casual
register (one used among family members and close friends). The second part asks them
to write in a formal register (one used between strangers or in a business setting).
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Here is the marking scale:

Areas assessed: task fulfilment / topic relevance, grammatical range and accuracy,
vocabulary range and accuracy, punctuation, fluency and cohesion.

5.C1 Response shows the following features:
* Response on topic and task fulfilled in terms of appropriateness of register.
Two clearly different registers.
* Range of complex grammar constructions used accurately. Some minor
errors occur but do not impede understanding.
» Range of vocabulary used to discuss the topics required by the task. Some
awkward usage or slightly inappropriate lexical choices.
* Arange of cohesive devices is used to clearly indicate the links between
ideas.
4.B2.2 Response on topic and task fulfilled in terms of appropriateness of register:
appropriate register used consistently in both responses. Response shows the
following features:
* Some complex grammar constructions used accurately. Errors do not lead to
misunderstanding.
* Minor errors in punctuation and spelling occur but do not impede
understanding.
« Sufficient range of vocabulary to discuss the topics required by the task.
Inappropriate lexical choices do not lead to misunderstanding.
« Alimited number of cohesive devices are used to indicate the links between
ideas.
3.B2.1 Response partially on topic and task partially fulfilled in terms of
appropriateness of register: appropriate register used consistently in one
response. Response shows the following features:
* Some complex grammar constructions used accurately. Errors do not lead to
misunderstanding.
* Minor errors in punctuation and spelling occur but do not impede
understanding.
« Sufficient range of vocabulary to discuss the topics required by the task.
Inappropriate lexical choices do not lead to misunderstanding.
« Alimited number of cohesive devices are used to indicate the links between
ideas.
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2.B1.2 Response partially on topic and task not fulfilled in terms of appropriateness
of register: appropriate register not used consistently in either response.
Response shows the following features:

» Control of simple grammatical structures. Errors occur when attempting
complex structures.

* Punctuation and spelling is mostly accurate. Errors do not impede
understanding.

» Limitations in vocabulary make it difficult to deal fully with the task. Errors
impede understanding in parts of the text.

» Uses only simple cohesive devices. Links between ideas are not always
clearly indicated.

1. B1.1 Response not on topic and task not fulfilled in terms of appropriateness of
register. No evidence of awareness of register. Response shows the following
features:

» Control of simple grammatical structures. Errors occur when attempting
complex structures.

* Punctuation and spelling is mostly accurate. Errors do not impede
understanding.

« Limitations in vocabulary make it difficult to deal fully with the task. Errors
impede understanding in most of the text.

» Uses only simple cohesive devices. Links between ideas are not always
clearly indicated.

0. A1/A2 Performance below B1, or no meaningful language or the responses are
completely off-topic (e.g. memorised script, guessing).

To take a full Aptis ESOL Writing practice test, please visit our website.


https://admin.testreach.com/rest/auth-service/v1/deeplinks/987654789476/practice
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Aptis ESOL General Speaking test

For each question, candidates are given a maximum amount of time to speak, but they
can end the recording early by clicking on the 'finish recording' button. Candidates must
make sure they fully respond to the question before they stop the recording.

The most common reasons people receive lower scores than they expect include:
not doing a proper sound check (details on how to do this are shown below)
not speaking clearly

not answering the questions

giving under-length answers — not using the full amount of time to speak
overusing words such as 'and' and 'so'

speaking in simple sentence lists

not using a variety of sentence structures.

O0OO0O0O0O0O

Before the Speaking test begins, candidates will be asked to check their microphone.

Let's check your settings

This will ensure a smooth test experience

Internet Connection Checking Microphone

Check your internet connection P
¥ Please say a few words and wait

Default - Microphone Array (Intel® Smart Sound Technology for Di.. ™
° Speaker Check

Check that your speakers are working
ﬂD Please say a few words and wail...

Microphone Check

Check that your microphone is warking

Continye

Summary
Ensure that you are ready for your test
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Description

Preparation

Part 1
Personal
information

In this part, candidates are asked to answer
three questions on personal topics. They
are expected to talk for 30 seconds per
question.

It's @ good idea for candidates to practice
introducing themselves and talking

about their personal experiences. They
can think about how they can talk about
familiar topics (e.g. holidays, weekend
activities, sports) and practise giving
general information about those topics.

Part 2
Describe,
express
opinion and
provide
reasons
and expla-
nations

In this part, candidates are asked to
describe a photograph and then answer
two questions related to the topic
illustrated in the photo. The three questions
increase in complexity (from description to
opinion). Candidates are expected to talk
for 45 seconds per question.

Candidates should try to be fluent
and spontaneous, showing little sign
of effort. They should make sure they
answer all three questions.

Part 3
Describe,
compare
and provide
reasons
and expla-
nations

In this part, candidates are asked to
compare two pictures and then answer two
questions related to the topic. The three
questions increase in complexity (from
description to speculation). Candidates are
expected to talk for 45 seconds for each
question.

To prepare for this task, candidates
should practise comparing two different
things (e.g. two cities or two houses).
They should focus on describing their
advantages and disadvantages.

To achieve a high score in this part, it's
important for candidates to make sure
they are using correct grammatical
structures when they speculate.
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Part 4
Discuss
personal
experience
and opinion
onan
abstract
topic

Description

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000 ceoce

In the final part, candidates will see a
picture and be asked three questions about
an abstract topic.

They are given one minute to prepare
an answer and in this time, they can take
notes. They are expected to talk for two
minutes.

Preparation

A common error is to describe the
photo. Candidates will not receive a high
score if they describe the photo. The
questions are more abstract (e.g. how
you feel about something).

Another common error is to go off-topic.
Candidates should focus on answering
each question in clear, smoothly flowing,
well-structured speech.

To prepare for this part, it is a good idea
for candidates to practise speaking for
two minutes on an abstract topic

(e.g. How do you feel about .

They should make sure they practise
using their planning time to structure
what they are going to say.
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Speaking part 1: Personal information
In this part, candidates answer some questions about themselves. They listen to the
instructions and speak clearly into their microphone when they hear the signal.

Each part of the test will appear automatically. Candidates can stop recording their
response before the timer runs out by tapping on the "Finish Recording" button, but we
recommend that they try to speak for the full time available to maximise their score.

Speaking

Prompt

PRt 0. i1 TS st [ QUG 1D sk 0L SITGE SN0 GUSSHONS DO ReUrsed and Frer inlmsts. ou sl Rave 30 SACONOE 10 rapl M aach aueson Bigin SECng STRN YO has TE
souni:

When the time to record comes, the timer begins. This tells the candidates the amount
of time they have left (in the screen shot below, the time shows that 19 seconds remain).
Candidates can also finish their recording early by clicking "Finish Recording".

Recording...
Speaking

Part10f 3

Please idfl me about your faimiy,

=



=

37 Aptis ESOL General Guide for Teachers

As each new question appears, the same procedure is followed.

Speaking

Part2of 3

N do 0w i 00ing In YOUF rea SmaY

Speaking

Part 3 of 3

wimfs the weatter B odayT

Recording...

Recording...
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The areas assessed in this part of the Speaking test are how completely and relevantly
candidates have answered the question, grammatical range and accuracy, vocabulary
range and accuracy, pronunciation and fluency.

Here is the marking scale:

Areas assessed: task fulfilment / topic relevance, grammatical range and accuracy,
vocabulary range and accuracy, pronunciation, fluency.

Responses to all three questions are on topic and show the following features:

Some simple grammatical structures used correctly but basic mistakes
systematically occur.

Vocabulary is sufficient to respond to the questions, although inappropriate
lexical choices are noticeable.

Mispronunciations are noticeable and frequently place a strain on the
listener.

Frequent pausing, false starts and reformulations but meaning is still clear.

Responses to two questions are on topic and show the following features:

Some simple grammatical structures used correctly but basic mistakes
systematically occur.

Vocabulary is sufficient to respond to the questions, although inappropriate
lexical choices are noticeable.

Mispronunciations are noticeable and frequently place a strain on the
listener.

Frequent pausing, false starts and reformulations but meaning is still clear.

Responses to at least two questions are on topic and show the following
features:

Grammatical structure is limited to words and phrases. Errors in basic
patterns and simple grammar structures impede understanding.
Vocabulary is limited to very basic words related to personal information.
Pronunciation is mostly unintelligible except for isolated words.

Frequent pausing, false starts and reformulations impede understanding.
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1. A1.1 Response to one question is on topic and shows the following features:
» Grammatical structure is limited to words and phrases. Errors in basic
patterns and simple grammar structures impede understanding.
* Vocabulary is limited to very basic words related to personal information.
* Pronunciation is mostly unintelligible except for isolated words.
* Frequent pausing, false starts and reformulations impede understanding.
0. A0 No meaningful language or all responses are completely off-topic
(e.g. memorised script, guessing).
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Speaking part 2: Describe, express opinion and provide reasons and explanation
In this part, candidates will see a photo and answer three questions. They have 45 seconds
to respond to each question.

Speaking

Prompt

Pt Twn. in 1l part P going (o ank you (0 coscre 8 piciom, Then | sk o uo questicns shout i Tou wil e 45 seconds for sach mapenae. Degin speaking when yos hear
s sond

Instructions...

Speaking

da
er
Part10f3

Descilte fhis petues.

Recording...

Speaking

Part2of 3

Tef M 3008 & UEeE Wher piad visksd 3 museum.

Recording. ..

Speaking

Part3of 3

Do pass thinks people shauld pay tn wsdt reuseurs, or shaudd they be free?
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Speaking part 3: Describe, compare and provide reasons and explanations
In this part, candidates will see two photos and answer three questions.

Speaking

Prompt

Pt Tow, i 11 [ ' Gunng (1 s i) b srriese D [VRELARES sl & ) 1wt b ) 1o Spaee e s D] e, Yo sl v 45 soermbfic O s 1 aicpitrane. Bipgin scuidlng whan
you hear this sound.

Recording...

Speaking

Part 1 of 3

Tl e what pous see i e oo picures.

Recording...

Speaking

Part2of3

Wil b o gureple vy Farn v wpnsd

Recording...
Speaking

Part 3ol 3

Whch of these two sperts fs more dificut o plar? Why?
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The areas assessed in parts 2 and 3 of the Speaking test are how completely and
relevantly candidates responded to the question, grammatical range and accuracy,
vocabulary range and accuracy, pronunciation, fluency and cohesion.

The marking scale is the same for parts 2 and 3.

Areas assessed: task fulfilment / topic relevance, grammatical range and accuracy,
vocabulary range and accuracy, pronunciation, fluency and cohesion.

4.B1.2 Responses to all three questions are on topic and show the following features:

» Control of simple grammatical structures. Errors occur when attempting
complex structures.

» Sufficient range and control of vocabulary for the task. Errors occur when
expressing complex thoughts.

* Pronunciation is intelligible but inappropriate mispronunciations put an
occasional strain on the listener.

« Some pausing, false starts and reformulations.

« Uses only simple cohesive devices. Links between ideas are not always
clearly indicated.

3.B1.1 Responses to two questions are on topic and show the following features:

» Control of simple grammatical structures. Errors occur when attempting
complex structures.

« Sufficient range and control of vocabulary for the task. Errors occur when
expressing complex thoughts.

» Pronunciation is intelligible but inappropriate mispronunciations put an
occasional strain on the listener.

* Some pausing, false starts and reformulations.

« Uses only simple cohesive devices. Links between ideas are not always
clearly indicated.

2.A1.2 Responses to at least two questions are on topic and show the following

features:

» Uses some simple grammatical structures correctly but systematically makes
basic mistakes.

* Vocabulary will be limited to concrete topics and descriptions. Inappropriate
lexical choices for the task are noticeable.

» Mispronunciations are noticeable and put a strain on the listener.

» Noticeable pausing, false starts and reformulations.

» Cohesion between ideas is limited. Responses tend to be a list of points.
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©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

1. A2.1 Response to one question is on topic and shows the following features:
» Uses some simple grammatical structures correctly but systematically makes
basic mistakes.
* Vocabulary will be limited to concrete topics and descriptions. Inappropriate
lexical choices for the task are noticeable.
» Mispronunciations are noticeable and put a strain on the listener.
» Noticeable pausing, false starts and reformulations.
» Cohesion between ideas is limited. Responses tend to be a list of points.
0 Performance below A2, or no meaningful language or the responses are
completely off-topic (e.g. memorised script, guessing).
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Speaking part 4: Discuss personal experience and opinion on an abstract topic
In this part, candidates again need to answer three questions but this time they answer
them all in one response.

They have one minute to prepare a structured response. A timer on the screen will show
how long they have left. When the preparation time is over, you will hear 'You now have
two minutes to talk'. Candidates should speak until the recording automatically stops after
two minutes.

Recording...

Speaking

Question 4 of 4

PartFer, In S8 part Fm going e show you 2. pieiuee ard i you (ivss quesiorm, You sl have one mnue 12 (Fnk shot your arervers bafore Tou st speaking You Wil fane e
mineties 10 aewer aif thre questons, Begin spaaking wien you et ifes sound. Look af fia pholngrapn

Tied e scul 0 e st e TR O yTIRT AT

w8 o ol i 117
WRGL s i o vy 4 gl U v o oo conm Y
¥ou now have one minute to Shisk sbout your answars. You can make nobes # you wish.
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During the preparation time, it is important for candidates to take notes, as these will help
them organise and remember what they want to speak about. Rather than writing out exactly
what they want to say, they should make brief notes and use these to structure their speech.

Here is the marking scale:

Areas assessed: task fulfilment / topic relevance, grammatical range and accuracy,
vocabulary range and accuracy, pronunciation, fluency and cohesion.

5.C1 Response addresses all three questions and is well-structured.

4.B2.2 .

Uses a range of complex grammar constructions accurately. Some minor
errors occur but do not impede understanding.

Uses a range of vocabulary to discuss the topics required by the task. Some
awkward usage or slightly inappropriate lexical choices.

Pronunciation is clearly intelligible.

Backtracking and reformulations do not fully interrupt the flow of speech.

A range of cohesive devices are used to clearly indicate the links between ideas.

Responses to all three questions are on topic and show the following features:

Some complex grammar constructions used accurately. Errors do not lead to
misunderstanding.

Sufficient range of vocabulary to discuss the topics required by the task.
Inappropriate lexical choices do not lead to misunderstanding.

Pronunciation is intelligible. Mispronunciations do not put a strain on the
listener or lead to misunderstanding.

Some pausing while searching for vocabulary but this does not put a strain
on the listener.

A limited number of cohesive devices are used to indicate the links between ideas.

3.B2.1 Responses to two questions are on topic and show the following features:

Some complex grammar constructions used accurately. Errors do not lead to
misunderstanding.

Sufficient range of vocabulary to discuss the topics required by the task.
Inappropriate lexical choices do not lead to misunderstanding.

Pronunciation is intelligible. Mispronunciations do not put a strain on the
listener or lead to misunderstanding.

Some pausing while searching for vocabulary but this does not put a strain
on the listener.

A limited number of cohesive devices are used to indicate the links between ideas.



46 Aptis ESOL General Guide for Teachers

2.B1.2 Responses to at least two questions are on topic and show the following
features:

Control of simple grammatical structures. Errors occur when attempting
complex structures.

Limitations in vocabulary make it difficult to deal fully with the task.
Pronunciation is intelligible but occasional mispronunciations put an
occasional strain on the listener.

Noticeable pausing, false starts, reformulations and repetition.

Uses only simple cohesive devices. Links between ideas are not always
clearly indicated.

1. B1.1 Response to one question is on topic and shows the following features:

Control of simple grammatical structures. Errors occur when attempting
complex structures.

Limitations in vocabulary make it difficult to deal fully with the task.
Pronunciation is intelligible but occasional mispronunciations put an
occasional strain on the listener.

Noticeable pausing, false starts, reformulations and repetition.

Uses only simple cohesive devices. Links between ideas are not always
clearly indicated.

0. A1/A2 Performance below B1, or no meaningful language or the responses are
completely off-topic (e.g. memorised script, guessing).

To take a full Aptis ESOL Speaking practice test, please visit our website.



https://admin.testreach.com/rest/auth-service/v1/deeplinks/987654789472/practice
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How to take the test
on a computer

The introductory screen for every Aptis ESOL test looks like this. Candidates will need to
click "Use Access Code".

Welicome,

et et

Candidates then enter their personal access code and click "Sign in".

‘Welcome.

an
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After clicking “Sign in”, candidates will be prompted to read a privacy notice. To continue with
the test, candidates must accept the terms and click “Continue”.

Candidates: Privacy Notice Candicate 1D ApUSGEA2IN224102695
Yl dfe aboull 10 [ake & ADIIS 425t Controlied by 1he Brish Cowncil, By Laking Ihes 1851 you &re consenling 1o the Brilish Cauncl yOur pessonal i &
el

Wi will pass yout information 46 cur business pariners (ncluding our service providers and agenis) wha will pracess your data on our behalf and under car contral. Thes is in order
1o @s5ist us with the admnistration of ¥our tes1 and to provioe technological support fo the sanvice. Your persanal data will be fransferred nationady and imermaticnally fo our senice
provviders and agents in the Linted Kinpdom and ieland. Tha Srzish Counctl has Slandand mooal contract clauses in place 0 ansur 1hat tha Adequacy of persanal $am transfered
nbsrnationaiy meets with the General Data Protection Reguiation (GDPR) complance measures These service providers and agers are.

» TesiReach {lest platiorm) Iretand ang Germany

= Accredibie (cestficate management): United Kingdom

TestReach and Brilish Council will uSe yoir voele FeCoifings a0 willlen FEApansas in Connechion wilh procesung voud Apts Tes! The Dasis b prosessing your personal
infarmasin i 4 basic requirement for te perfcamance of your Aplis lest contract We may aiso collect persanal informatica (your nzme acdress. dale of Dirh, 2 fem of
ienitficaton ang country of resxdence) for the pusposes of verifying your enbity, For tests administesed by remole procioning, we Goliect your 1D ang video recoming for the
[purpase of verifying your identiy

The Bitish Council Assessmant Reseand Gioup (ARG will 0Ccasionafly use voice racorsngs and wilten respanses 10 canduct researn. raview me perrmance of assessment
Products of design new assessment products. Wie 00 ihis (0 our legitimate inberest We have appropriate confracts in place 1o ensure Ihe profeciion of all personal data We may
keep recordings o oifer persona data for up fo 20 years: These recordings migh! be used by mdvwiduals or organisations warking in parinerskap wilh the Brilish Council 1o
Tesearch the English language and English language assessment Ve may record the date and couniry of origin of hese recordings. but will nat associate your name, date of birh,
videe rcording (for remote prociored 1ests) of any oiher form of parsonal identfication with these recondings.

Uinder the GOPR y0a hiawe e right 10 35K tor @ copy of the miormation ke hold on v and e rgit o 85K us 4 comact amy Inaccirackes in at mfrmatian 17y have concems
Aboyt how we Nave used your personal niormation, vou also Rave The AZHI B0 COMPIAIN 103 Prvacy reguiaton

1 you would like more infoemation about this piease comact your kacal Brtish Coaincil offics ar wisil our websie Www BriishCounc org/arvacy

B Please chok hare 10 agree

Candidates will then be asked to complete a system check. First they will need to check their
internet connection.

Let's check your settings
Thiss will ENSUME & SMOM a3 expensns

Intenmeq Connection Checking Speakers

' Clhich youif Wil Coneaciee tan mu'r':urhu Bound?

. BTt Dl - Spamesrs | Hesduhines (Restey Aafol =
Chisch N6k il Spbasers are warking

Flag sqarm

ol e T
ok st your micre

you A rREty for o 183t
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Once the internet connection is checked, candidates will need to check their speakers and
microphone. Once that is completed, they will be able to continue with the test.

Let's check your settings
Thes will ENGUE & SMOGM 1251 Expenems

Intemet Connection
Tk pour ntirmal Corrsmchen

Speaker Tost
Chech Thel your spaeiers ane warking

e Taal

Chach that vour micrasesna i@ workisg

Sur

Tmary
Ersaum tha you an ey for o 1830

Let's check your settings
This wil ensure a smooth test expenence

Imbarnet Connecien
Chech. your imenet conneciion

Speaker Tast
Check that your speakers are wotking

Microphane Test
Check mat pour Moophons & wolking
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Candidates will then land on the introduction page. From here, they will need to wait for
the test day invigilator to admit them into the test.

Speaking, Listening, Grammar and Vocabulary, Reading and Writing

Huniber Of Quesdions Timed Aliowed
60 2 hours 30 min
Assessment Description

Foam Description

Sian Asssssment

Wiaiting for an |nvigiiator to unlock your test.

Once the invigilator grants them access, they will be able to click “Start Assessment”.

Speaking, Listening, Grammar and Vocabulary, Reading and Writing

urmber & Ouestions Tamied Allowed
60 2 hours 30 min
Aggewement Descnption
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Test day instructions will be shown on the screen. Candidates should read the instructions
and then click “Next”.

Full Instrustons
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They will then be able to start the speaking test, and the rest of their Aptis ESOL test.

= -
Speaking Instructions
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Aptis ESOL for all

The British Council is committed to promoting equality, diversity and inclusion in English
language testing. We believe that the Aptis ESOL tests should be accessible and fair

to anyone who wants to take them. We also believe that each person should have the
opportunity to perform to the best of their ability on the Aptis ESOL tests.

If your student(s) have a disability and believe that Aptis ESOL is not accessible to them,

or believe that the form of the test will not allow them to show their true level of English,
please advise them to contact their test centre to talk about the ways in which the test can
be modified for their needs. We can make adjustments such as providing pen and paper
tests, face-to-face tests, Braille and large font tests, adjusting timing, and a range of other
modifications.
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Final checklist

We hope these notes will help your students prepare for their Aptis ESOL test. Here's a
checklist they can refer to make sure they're fully prepared.

O Visit the official British Council preparation page and take a full practice test:
https://www.britishcouncil.org/exam/aptis/practice-materials

O Visit the LearnEnglish website:
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en

O Practise your English skills at every opportunity:
Listen to English radio, watch English-language television and films and read the graded
readers (e.g. Cambridge, Penguin, Macmillan and Headway).

O Read the tips in this booklet on how to prepare for each test.

Useful web resources

O British Council | EAQUALS Core Inventory for General English:
http://englishagenda.britishcouncil.org/continuing-professional-development/cpd-teach
er-trainers/british-council-eaquals-core-inventory-general-english

O British Council | TeachingEnglish:
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/

O British Council | LearnEnglish:
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/

More information

O www.britishcouncil.org/aptis
O www.britishcouncil.org/exam/aptis/aptis-esol-english-test
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