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PRESS RELEASE

(INSERT NAME OF YOUR GROUP) JOINS YOUTH IN ACTION PROGRAMME
(DATE), (TOWN / CITY), UK: XXX [Add name of group] in XXX [Add name of city / town] has won funding from the European Union to run a training and networking activity with groups from XXXXXXXXXX [Add the countries involved]. 
As part of the activity, participants will work together on exploring [insert details of training and networking activity].

[Name of your group / organisation] was / were awarded the funding by the EU’s Youth in Action programme, managed in the UK by the British Council. The Programme helps young people to become active citizens and better equipped for the world of work, and promotes solidarity, social cohesion and co-operation within Europe and neighbouring countries.

[Add name of group leader or spokesperson] said “[Add quote about what the group hopes to achieve and/or your reasons for taking part.]”
Head of EU Programmes at the British Council Ruth Sinclair-Jones said: “Initiatives such as this one enable young people and youth workers to gain professional development and learn new skills as well as encouraging active citizenship.  
“Youth in Action aims to build trust and understanding between people of different cultures. It also broadens our young peoples’ horizons and equips them with the skills and understanding they need to become global citizens.”
- ENDS -

For more information please contact [Add contact name of project manager or leader] on [Add phone number] or [Add e-mail address].

NOTES TO EDITORS

About Youth in Action
Youth in Action enables young people to:


· learn skills which will help them to get a job

· explore other societies and cultures in a safe and supported environment
· develop international friendships based on learning and collaborating together
· learn more about the countries of Europe and its neighbourhood

· learn how to contribute to shaping society’s future
· participate free of charge in its programmes regardless of their educational, social, and cultural background

· put into practice their ideas on how to make their communities safer, more harmonious, and better places to live

Programmes range from group exchanges and community improvement projects run by young people themselves to individual voluntary service.
The Youth in Action programme (2007-2013) is funded by the European Union. The British Council is the UK's National Agency for the programme.
For more information on Youth in Action go to http://www.britishcouncil.org/youthinaction
About the British Council

The British Council creates international opportunities for the people of the UK and other countries and builds trust between them worldwide. We are a Royal Charter charity, established as the UK’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations.

Our 7000 staff in over 100 countries work with thousands of professionals and policy makers and millions of young people every year through English, arts, education and society programmes.

We earn over 75% of our annual turnover of nearly £700 million from services which customers pay for, education and development contracts we bid for and from partnerships. A UK Government grant provides the remaining 25%. We match every £1 of core public funding with over £3 earned in pursuit of our charitable purpose.

For more information, please visit: www.britishcouncil.org or call our Press Office on +44 (0)20 7389 4268. You can also keep in touch with the British Council through http://twitter.com/britishcouncil and http://blog.britishcouncil.org/.
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