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Chair 
Rt Hon Lord (Neil) Kinnock of Bedwellty Chair of the British Council 
 
Deputy Chair 
Gerard Lemos CMG Partner, Lemos & Crane 
 
Trustees 
Nihal Arthanayake Musician, Broadcaster and DJ 
Zeinab Badawi Broadcaster and Journalist 
Alan Buckle Chief Executive-advisory, KPMG 
Professor Pamela Gillies Principal and Vice Chancellor 
Tony Hall CBE  Chief Executive, Royal Opera House 
Brian Hanna CBE Chair, British Council Northern Ireland Committee 
Sue Hoyle  Director Clore Leadership Programme 
Claire Ighodaro CBE Independent Director 
Professor Steve Jones Professor of Genetics  
Professor Sir Tim O’Shea Principal & Vice-Chancellor, University of Edinburgh 
Raoul Shah Managing Director and Founder, Exposure 
 
Advisory Groups 
Catherine Walter Lecturer in Education (TESOL), Institute of Education 
Dr Gill Samuels Director of Science Policy, Pfizer Global Research and 

Development 
Professor Michael Worton Vice-Provost and Fielden Professor of French Language & 

Literature, University College London  
 
National Committee Chairs 
Professor Elan Closs Stephens CBE Chair, British Council Wales Committee  
Sir Andrew Cubie CBE Chair, British Council Scotland Committee 
Brian Hanna CBE Chair, British Council Northern Ireland Committee & Trustee 
 
Additional Members 
Sen Professor Giuliano Amato Minister for the Interior, Italy  
The Honourable Anson Chan  Chair of the English-Speaking Union (HK), Hong Kong 
Bruno Delaye French Ambassador to Spain 
Julie Kirkbride MP Conservative MP for Bromsgrove 
Rakesh Nangia Director of Operations, World Bank Institute 
Edwin Laurent Head of Trade & Regional Co-operation, Economic Affairs Division,  
  Commonwealth Secretariat 
Professor Dr Jutta Limbach President, Goethe Institute 
Michael Moore MP Liberal Democrat MP for Berwickshire, Roxburgh & Selkirk, and 

front bench spokesman on International Development 
Drs Abdul Mu’ti Secretary to Council of Primary & Secondary Education, Central 

Board of Muhammadiyah 
Sir David Normington KCB Permanent Secretary, Home Office  
Professor Amartya Sen Lamont University Professor, Harvard 
Rt Hon Lord (Chris) Smith of Finsbury  Chair, The Environment Agency 
Wole Soyinka Writer 
Mark Thompson Director General, BBC (represented by Richard Sambrook, 

Director, World Service and Global News) 
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